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The American Rescue Plan Act (ARP), signed into law in March 2021, provides
additional assistance to institutions of higher education via the Higher Education
Emergency Relief Fund 111 (HEERF I11). As a prior grantee of HEERF Il under the
Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act (CRRSAA), Berry
College received a HEERF 11 supplemental award from the U.S. Department of
Education under the ARP in May 2021. Berry College has used the applicable Student
Aid Portion allocations of HEERF Il and 111 to provide emergency financial aid grants to
students.

Berry College received $794,906 under section 314 (a)(1) of the CRRSAA (HEERF I1)
and $2,049,855 under section 2003 of the ARP (HEERF 111). The quarterly and final
HEERF 11 report was submitted and was dated March 31, 2021. This report is provided as
the quarterly and final HEERF 111 report.

Since the quarterly report as of 12/31/2021, Berry College has distributed $1,413,240 in
HEERF 111 emergency financial aid grants to students.

As of spring 2022, the student enrollment and HEERF 111 eligible per federal
guidelines at Berry College is 2,197 students (2,061 undergraduate). Of this group of
students, approximately 519 are recipients of a Pell Grant.

The total number of students who received a HEERF Grant during this quarter is
964:

a. $158,435 was distributed among 27 undergraduate students via the HEERF
11 Grant application process: In order to prioritize HEERF Il Grants to
domestic undergraduate students with exceptional need or extraordinary financial
circumstances, Berry College created a HEERF 111 Grant application form
available in the student’s school portal (VikingWeb). Of the 27 undergraduate
student recipients, 19 students were identified as having exceptional need and 8 as
having financial need and/or extraordinary financial circumstances.

b. $1,254,805 was distributed among 937 undergraduate students via a block
award strategy: In order to continue the prioritization of HEERF |11 funding to
undergraduate students with exceptional need or extraordinary financial
circumstances, Berry College developed and deployed a block award strategy



after students with the most critical needs were awarded via the grant application
process.

6) Under the ARP, students who are or were enrolled at Berry College on or after the
COVID-19 national emergency are eligible for HEERF 11l Grants. Institutions must
prioritize funding to students with exceptional need (such as Pell Grant and other
federal or state need-based aid recipients) or undergraduate students with extraordinary
financial circumstances. Beyond these categories, institutions may include students who
have faced significant unexpected expenses caused by circumstances such as the loss of
employment, reduced income, or food or housing insecurity. Berry College considers
students with financial need and substantial aggregate student debt as having exceptional
need and/or extraordinary financial circumstances. The college followed the two methods
below to determine which students received HEERF 111 emergency financial aid grants.

a. HEERF Il Grant application process: A college-appointed committee
reviewed HEERF 11l Grant applications and selected recipients on a rolling basis
according to their financial need and their extraordinary circumstances. The
committee’s established amounts for a HEERF III Grant were $1,000 as a
minimum award and the 2021-22 Pell Grant ($6,495) as a reference for the
standard maximum award. The committee used professional judgment to award
larger amounts according to any exceptional circumstances brought forward by
students in their application forms.

b. HEERF Il block award strategy: Berry College used professional judgement
and considered domestic undergraduate students, enrolled in 6 credit hours or
more, pursuing a first Bachelor’s degree and confirmed as part of the enrolled
spring 2022 roster as eligible for a block award. In order to prioritize students
with exceptional need or extraordinary financial circumstances, the block award
strategy considered students and determined the amount of the awards by the
following three factors and allocations, the first listed (i) being the primary factor
used to determine the block award.

I.  Students who filed the 2021-22 Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) and their Expected Family Contribution (EFC) was below
25,000 as well as other domestic students ineligible to file the FAFSA.
Students with the lowest EFC or with extraordinary financial
circumstances received a larger allocation.

ii.  Students who had incurred student debt received a second allocation. The
total debt accumulated by each student was divided by the number of
years of enrollment at Berry College to calculate the average debt used per
year of education. Those with higher reliance on debt received a larger
allocation.

iii.  Students who had LifeWorks earnings recorded during fall 2021. Students
who most depended on earnings received a larger allocation.

Students who received a grant payment via the appeal process were excluded
from consideration under the block grant strategy. This is true with the exception
of 5 students whose calculated block award allocation was greater than the



payment received via the appeal process. These students received a block grant
for the difference.

By following this block award strategy, Berry College distributed $1,258,400 in
emergency financial aid grants. Of this amount, $1,254,805 were the remaining
Student Aid Portion of HEERF |11 funds. The average HEERF I11 payment was
$1,339 and the range of payments was $200 to $2,300. Checks were mailed
directly to student recipients beginning March 28, 2022.

Domestic Undergraduate Students: 937 ARP - HEERF Il

Pell Grant Recipients 426 S 693,600

Extraordinary Financial Circumstances 14 S 22,800

Non-Pell Grant recipients 497 S 542,000

Total Block Award distributed* $ 1,258,400
*$3,595 HEERF lll Institutional Portion

7) Instructions, direction, and guidance provided to students concerning HEERF 111 Student
Aid Portion Grants.

Appendix I to this report is a copy of the announcements sent to students
regarding the HEERF 111 Grant application. A first announcement was sent to all
students meeting the enrollment criteria on July 15, 2021. A second
announcement to enrolled freshmen and first-year transfers was sent on October
12, 2021. Both announcements were sent via electronic and hard copy mail.
Appendix Il is a copy of the HEERF 111 Grant application form as displayed in the
student’s school portal.

Appendix 11 is a copy of the communication enclosed with the grant (via appeal)
check sent directly to each student.

Appendix IV is a copy of the communication enclosed with the grant (via block
award) check sent directly to each student.



Appendix |

Announcement to students on 7/15/2021

BER RY OFFICE OF FINAMCIAL AID

COLLEGE

Dear student,

At Berry College, we want to ensure that allmembers of the Berry family are able to continue their
education and graduate on time, even when a national pandemic makesthat financially challenging,
Should you need financial help, here are three options to consider.

Option 1: If you or your family's financial situation has changed significantly from what is reflected
on your zolg federal income tax return (for example, if you've lost a job or otherwise experienced a
drop in income during the past year), you may be eligible to have your financial aid adjusted throngh
the process known as Professional Juodgment. A drop in income could result in a decrease in your
Expected Family Contribution (EFC), which could resultin your eligibility for additional financial aid.

If you have experienced a significant drop in income:

1. Complete the FAFSA questions as instructed on the application, including the transfer of tax
return and income information using the Data Retrieval Tool (DRT).

2. Submit your FAFSA form (if you have not done so already).

3. Contact the Office of Financial Aid (financialaid@berry.edu) with the name and ID number of
the student alongwith a brief description of how your current fimancial situation has changed.

4. Onece your FAFSA is processed and received by our office, your financial aid counselor will
reviewthe information and reach out to discuss your current situation and next steps.

Please note that Professional Judgment may take some days to several weeks to resolve.
Additionally, the school's Professional Judgment decision is final and cannot be appealed to the 1.8,
Departiment of Education.

Option 2: If your family has experienced disruptions related to COVID 19, we may be able to
provide direct support using funds from the American Rescue Plan Act. We have created a form

for you touse totell us about your situation and request support to offset this situation. To submit a
request, please log into VIKINGWEB.BERRY EDU and look for the HEERF Grant Application link under
the Finances tab.

Option 3: If the first two situations don't seem to fit and you still need help due to other challenges,
reach out to cur office at financialaid@berry.edun or 7o6-286-1714. You may also complete the online
Request for Additional Aid Form (BERRY.EDU/AID/REQUEST). We are ready to hear your challenges
and will strive to help ensure that all of our students successfully graduate ontime,

‘We hope you enjoy the rest of your summer and look forward to welcoming all of you back in the fall

Sincerely,

A & r

iy Mﬁ%
Noemi Sarrion
Director of Financial Aid

22T TMortha Barry Hwy H'W

PO Box 495007

Maourk Barry, GA 2014 B-5007

e 706,238 2215 Touumecoemionau: 002377342
BERRY.EDU/AID



Announcement to students on 10/12/2021

BERRY

COLLEGE

Dear student,

At Bermry College, we want to ensure that all members of the Berry family are able
to continue their education and graduate on fime; even when a national pandemic
makes that financially challenging. In this letter we wanted to outline two options
should yvou nead financial help.

Opfion 1: As mentioned during the S0AR Financial Ald sessions offered last
June, if you or your family's financial situation has changed significantly from what
i reflected on your 2019 federal income tax return (for example, if you've lost a
job or otherwise experienced a drop in income during the past vear) you may be
eligible to have your financial aid adjusted via the process known as Professional
Judgment. A drop in income could result in a decrease in your Expected Family
Contribution (EFC) which could result in your eligibility for additional financial aid.

If you have experienced a significant drop in income that you have not previously
discussed with the financial aid office:

1. Complete the FAFSA questions (if you have not done so already) as
instructed on the application (including the transfer of tax returm and
income information using the Data Retrieval Tool (DRT).

2. Submit yvour FAFSA form (if you have not done 50 already).

3. Contact the Office of Financial Aid (financialaid@berry.edu) with the name
and ID number of the student along with a brief description of how your
current financial situation has changed.

4. Once your FAFSA is processed and received by our office, yvour financial
aid counselor will review the information and reach out to you to discuss
your current situation and advise on next steps.

Please note that Professional Judgment may take some days to several weeks fo
resolve. Additionally, the school's Professional Judgment decision is final and
cannot be appealed to the U.S. Depariment of Education.

Opfion 2: If your family has experienced disruptions related to COVID-19, we may
be able to praovide direct support using funds from the American Rescue Plan Act
aof 2021. We have created a form for you to use to tell us about your situation and
request support to offset this situation. To submit a request, please log into
VikingWeb at vikingweb. berry.edu and look for the HEERF Grant Application link
under the Finances tab. Requests will be evaluated throughout the fall semester
on a rolling basis.

If none of these options seem to fit your situation and you still need help due to

other challenges simply reach out to our office at financialaid@berry.edu or
T06 2361714

We hope that vou are enjoying the fall semester!
Sincerely,

MNoemi Sarrion
Director of Financial Aid



Appendix 11

B BERRY HEERF Ill Grant Application

COLLEGE

ID Number:
Name:
Maobile Phone:

Are you currently employed? v

Were you enrolled at Berry College on or after March 13, 20207

A

Please explain any special circumstances or exceptional need that may further inform your
application for a HEERF grant.

&

Based on your current financial hardship or the emergency costs caused by COVID-19, what is the
amount of funding requested?

Emergency financial aid grants may be used for any component of the cost of attendance or for
emergency costs that arise due to COVID-19, such as tuition, food, housing, health care, or child
care. Please explain how the amount requested will assist you.

Submit

Submission Confirmation

Thank you for your application for a HEERF Grant. The Berry College HEERF Grant Committee will review your
request and notify their decision for an award via email as soon as possible.

In accordance with guidelines set forth by the U.S. Department of Education, the Berry College HEERF Grant
Committee will prioritize grant awards to undergraduate students with exceptional need or with extraordinary financial
circumstances. Award decisions will be made based on HEERF Il availability. Award checks will be mailed to the
student’s campus/personal address.



Appendix 111

BERRY

COLLEGE

Date

Dear Student,

Thank you for submitting a Higher Education Emergency Relief Funding (HEERF) grant
application through your Berry College student portal. These federal funds were
provided to Berry College to assist students who have experienced challenges and
disruptions due to the ongoing COVID pandemic. We are pleased to let you know that
the HEERF Grant selection committee reviewed your application and you have been
approved to receive a grant.

Enclosed you will find a check for the approved grant amount. To determine your grant
amount, the review committee considered your situation, the amount requested, and
guidelines from the federal government on typical grant ranges.

HEERF grants may be used for any component of your cost of attendance at Berry or
for emergency costs that arise due to COVID-19, such as tuition, food, housing, health
care, or child care. We encourage parents and students to discuss how best to use this

grant.

If you have any questions about this grant, your cost of attendance, or charges at Berry
College, you may reach out fo one of the following offices.

Office of Financial Aid; financialaid@berry.edu, 706.236.1714
Student Financial Services; sfs@bermy.edu, 706.236.2252

We are happy to support your family in this time of need and we hope that this grant
allows you to continue to pursue your education at Berry and graduate on time.

We wish you a successful academic year.

HEERF Grant Committee
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BERRY

COLLEGE

Date
Dear Student,

The American Rescue Plan Act (ARP), signed into law in March 2021, provided additional
assistance to institutions of higher education via the Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund
11 (HEERF 11). Berry College received a HEERF 111 supplemental award, which included an
allocation to make emergency financial aid grants to students.

In the last months, Berry College has prioritized the payment of HEERF 111 Grants to
undergraduate students with exceptional need or extraordinary circumstances via the HEERF 111
Grant application process. At this time, the college is making the remaining funding available to
students deemed eligible for a grant according to the college’s criteria and in compliance with
the U.S. Department of Education HEERF eligibility guidelines.

Enclosed you will find a check for the approved grant amount.

Your HEEF 11 Grant may be used for any component of your cost of attendance at Berry or for
emergency costs that arise due to COVID-19, such as tuition, food, housing, health care, or
childcare. While we are required to send payment directly to the student, we encourage parents
and students to discuss how best to use this grant.

If you have any questions about this grant, your cost of attendance, or charges at Berry College,
you may reach out to one of the following offices.

Office of Financial Aid; financialaid@berry.edu, 706.236.1714
Student Financial Services; sfs@berry.edu, 706.236.2252

We are happy to support you and your family in this time of need and we hope that this grant
allows you to continue to pursue your education at Berry and graduate on time.

Best wishes for a successful rest of your semester.

Office of Financial Aid
Student Financial Services
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